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CAST OF CHARACTERS
 

Val:       30s-40s. Responsible. Strong. A leader. Izzy's sister.

Mike:      30s-40s. Easy-going. Relaxed. Val's boyfriend.

Izzy:      30s-40s. Val's sister. A troubled past.

Jessie:    30s-40s. Not a big talker. Izzy's boyfriend.

Characters can be of any ethnicity. 

TIME 

Now.

PLACE

In and around an isolated farm. 

Script History

Semifinalist - National Playwrights Conference, Eugene O'Neill Theater Center

Finalist - 2022 Pittsburgh Public Theatre New Play Award

Developed at the 2020 Seven Devils Playwrights Conference

"Thus, though I dislike to differ with such a great man, Voltaire was 
simply ludicrous when he said that if god did not exist it would be 
necessary to invent him. The human invention of god is the problem to 
begin with."

          -- Christopher Hitchens 
          (God Is Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything.
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SCENE 1

A spear of light reveals JESSIE wearing some kind of 
CEREMONIAL GARB. He reads from a hardbound black 
notebook.

JESSIE
"They stepped into the night,
The Alligator was there, staring at them. 
Eyes of fire. Teeth the size of fists. In the face of the deity, they felt small, like tiny 
frightened birds. They felt as if their hearts would stop beating from terror. These feelings 
left as fast as they arrived. They knew: The Alligator wasn't their enemy any more than 
their own body could be their enemy.

And when the Alligator opened his huge jaws, it wasn't to attack; it was to speak in the 
clearest voice possible: And the Alligator said, 

'I am the All of All. 
I call on you to save 
the Refusers 
and lift their souls 
from the Realm of Filth 
to an Island of Purity.' 

They fell to their knees and bowed their heads, and the creature opened his jaws and 
devoured them, igniting their sins in the heat of transference and bringing them into the 
stomach of the All of All.

(beat)
And in that glorious moment, as they were digested and became part of the Great We, 
they knew as deeply as anything can be known, that by the end of the Final Work, the 
entire planet would transform. 

And it did.
(beat. A prayer:)

'Within the Merciful Jaws of the Alligator we count its Teeth and praise the All of All.'"

He shuts his eyes for a moment, making a quick prayer, then opens 
them.
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JESSIE
(tone changes)

Okay, now, let's read from the Gospel according to Isabel, starting on page 342. Who'd 
like to start...?

He waits for an answer as LIGHTS FADE.

SCENE 2

Farmhouse living room.  It's around sunset. IZZY holds something 
in her hands but it's unclear what it is. 

A book? A piece of art?  She's at an angle where it's really hard to 
tell. 

SOUND OF A CAR outside rolling to a stop on a gravel driveway. 

Izzy looks outside, thinks, quickly puts the object out of sight. 

We hear the car engine turn off. Izzy runs to a mirror, fixes herself 
up. She's a mix of excitement and nerves.

From outside, a car door opens and shuts.

Izzy takes a deep breath and scampers to the front door, throws it 
open.

Beat.

IZZY
Oh, my God.

VAL (O.S.)
Hey.

VAL (30s) ENTERS and gives Izzy a hug. 

VAL
Izzy.

IZZY
Look at you. *

VAL
Me? You!
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IZZY
I can't even believe it.

VAL
I know.

IZZY
Finally. *

VAL
Yeah, finally.

They hug again.

IZZY
Seriously, you look -- 

VAL
You too.

IZZY
No, no --

VAL
Shut up you do! / Just accept it. 

IZZY
Well.

Pause.  

Maybe now we notice that both women seem a bit wary of the 
other, but are trying to push past it with nervous energy.

IZZY
God, you're really here.

VAL
Yeah. Here I am.

IZZY
Didn't think you'd actually make it.

VAL
Really? Why not?

IZZY
Because.
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VAL
I told you I would.

IZZY
Sure but, it's been, you know, a while to put it mildly. Plus all the other stuff.

Pause.

VAL
Which is why I made the effort.

IZZY
Well, yeah sure, but actually getting here? That's a whole different level of commitment.

MIKE (30s) ENTERS. He's usually a casual and easy-going, but 
when he's meeting people for the first time, he can come off high 
strung or like he's trying too hard. 

MIKE
Hey!

IZZY
Hi.

VAL
This is Mike -- Mike, this is--

MIKE
Izzy. I know. Hey, Izzy.

IZZY
Hi.

MIKE
The legend in the flesh.

IZZY
Legend? I don't know about that.

MIKE
Oh, trust me, you're a legend. "The older sister!" /  "Izzy!" So mysterious.

VAL
Just by two years.
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MIKE
You loom over her life like a giant condor.

VAL
"Condor?" What're you talking about?

IZZY
Is that a good thing? *

MIKE
Condors rock.

(nothing from the women)
A truly magnificent bird.

Pause.

VAL
He just says whatever comes to mind when he's meeting people for the first time. Feel 
free to ignore the specifics of what he says.

MIKE
Ouch.

VAL
It's true.

MIKE
Go ahead, expose all my neurotic tics the first time I meet your sibling.

IZZY
It's okay. I'll be a giant condor. That sounds kind of cool.

MIKE
It's really nice to meet you at last.

IZZY
Same here.

He offers to shake hands. 

IZZY
You're practically my brother-in-law, so we can hug.

MIKE
Oh, cool.

She gives him a hug.
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MIKE
I'm never sure about that.

VAL
About what?

MIKE
Go for the hug, or shake hands.

IZZY
Family you can hug.

MIKE
I always go for the shake and get it wrong.

VAL
He's not good at reading social situations.

MIKE
Or I go for the hug, and it should be a shake.

IZZY
It can be hard.

MIKE
With all that's going on, I don't want to cross any lines. You never know.

IZZY
Better safe than sorry.

VAL
Anyway, we've established you can hug my sister.

MIKE
Hey, uh, we saw a bunch of like, art pieces in a field while we were driving up the road. 
Are those yours?

IZZY
Jessie made them. 

MIKE
Cool-cool. Are they animals?
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IZZY
Yeah. He just makes them with whatever he finds around here. Wood. Rusted metal. 

MIKE
Good for him... An artist.

(pause)
Okay, just wanted to pop in. I'll grab our stuff.

Mike EXITS back out the front door.

VAL
So, that's Mike.

IZZY
I like his energy.

Pause. She takes things in. 

VAL
You're way out here.

IZZY
Right?

VAL
This is the middle of nowhere.

IZZY
Just about.

VAL
How is it?

IZZY
Dealing with it?

VAL
Yeah.

IZZY
Hard.
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VAL
Yeah?

IZZY
At first.

VAL
I bet.

IZZY
You get the vibe eventually.

VAL
I don't think I could pull it off.

IZZY
You would.

VAL
Too much silence. / I'd crack.

IZZY
Silence? Oh, no, there's so much going on out here. Just not car horns and shouting. Now, 
I can't think of anywhere else.

VAL
Really?

IZZY
Absolutely.

VAL
That's great.

IZZY
Yeah, it kinda is.

VAL
I'm really happy for you.

A dead pause. The adrenaline of arrival begins to wane.

VAL
And where's Jessie?
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IZZY
Out.

VAL
Okay.

(beat)
Like at work?

IZZY
No. He spends a lot of time outside.

VAL
Really? Like doing what, making his art?

IZZY
Sometimes. 

VAL
Can't wait to meet him.

IZZY
You're gonna love him.

Mike ENTERS with a bunch of luggage and travel bags. He puts 
them on the floor.

MIKE
I like what you've got going on here.

IZZY
Thanks.

MIKE
Guess you don't have problems with neighbors.

IZZY
Never even met 'em.

MIKE
Really? That's amazing.

IZZY
I couldn't pick 'em out of a line-up.
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MIKE
Oh, man, this must be paradise.

IZZY
It kind of is.

MIKE
So different from our life. We know literally everything that goes on with our neighbors.

IZZY
How's that?

MIKE
The walls? The screaming? We hear them humping, yelling, I've even heard them fart --

VAL
-- He's making that up.

MIKE
I am not. / It's true!

VAL
You are.

MIKE
I heard Mr. Dukore fart.

VAL
It was someone moving a chair.

MIKE
That was no chair. Point is: We can only dream of having this much space. It's nuts.

IZZY
We're lucky, no question.

MIKE
(re: the luggage and 

backpacks)
Where should I put these?

IZZY
Just leave them there.
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MIKE
I can put 'em in our room. Wherever we're crashing.

IZZY
Oh, no, Jessie'll do that.

MIKE
It's no problem.

IZZY
Nope. It's good.

MIKE
Are you --

VAL
-- Leave them, Mike.

MIKE
I'm trying to be helpful.

VAL
She said leave them.

MIKE
Fine, fine, I'm leaving them.

IZZY
Sit, sit. What do you want to drink? We got beer, we got --

VAL
Water would be perfect.

IZZY
Mike?

MIKE
Oh, um, the same. Water's fine.

IZZY
You don't want a beer? We got beer.

MIKE
Maybe later. 
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IZZY
Okay.

MIKE
Now just water, I think.

IZZY
Your call.

MIKE
Unless you got Coke Zero.

VAL
Just take a water.

IZZY
We don't got Coke Zero.

MIKE
Okay, water's fine, never mind.

VAL
He's good with water.

IZZY
How 'bout juice?

MIKE
Forget I said anything. Water's perfect.

VAL
He doesn't need anything special.

IZZY
I can send Jessie out for stuff later.

VAL
No special trips just for us. We're good.

IZZY
Don't be silly. There's -- it's not really big enough to call a town, but there's a little place 
about 20 minutes down the road. We can get whatever.

VAL
We're good.
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Izzy EXITS to the kitchen. Val looks at Mike.

MIKE
What?

VAL
You and your Coke Zero.

MIKE
So? I just asked.

VAL
Keep things simple, please?

MIKE
Hey.

VAL
What.

MIKE
Breathe.

VAL
Don't tell me that.

MIKE
You're super nervous.

VAL
So are you.

MIKE
But I'm always nervous. You're the normal one.

VAL
Just help me here. 

MIKE
Yeah, I'm trying.

VAL
Then just go with the flow.
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MIKE
I am going with the flow.

VAL
Good.

MIKE
How was I not?

VAL
Everything's gotta be complicated.

MIKE
I just asked for a Coke Zero. Is that what we consider complicated now?

VAL
Okay, fine. It doesn't matter, just, okay.

Izzy ENTERS.

IZZY
Look what I found in the back of the refrigerator!

Izzy hands Mike a Coke Zero. Gives Val a water.  Mike doesn't 
make eye contact with Val as he drinks his beverage. If he did, he 
might accidentally smile, and that would just piss her off. He keeps 
his eyes forward.

IZZY
So, this might not be the perfect way to do this, but I want to nip something in the bud 
and get it out right away.

(beat; this is hard for her)
I'm sorry I didn't make it to the funeral.

A weird moment. Val and Mike tense up.

VAL
Plural.

IZZY
What?

VAL
Funerals. Mom and Dad.
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IZZY
Yeah. That's what I meant. You know that's what I meant.

Pause. The tension between the sisters clearly makes Mike 
nervous.

MIKE
When do we get to meet, um...

VAL
Jessie.

MIKE
I know -- Yeah, I want to meet Jessie. 

IZZY
I was telling Val he's probably at the gulch.

MIKE
What's that? A bar?

IZZY
No, it's a gulch. About a half mile that way, behind the house then into the hills.

MIKE
Must be an interesting gulch.

IZZY
It is, actually.

MIKE
What exactly is a gulch? Like a riverbed?

IZZY
Kind of. This one's dry. 

MIKE
What's he do there?

IZZY
Commune with the All of All.

Beat.
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MIKE
(going with it)

Cool.

IZZY
There's a concentration of spiritual power there.

MIKE
He knows we're visiting?

IZZY
Of course.

MIKE
You're not embarrassed are you?

IZZY
For what?

MIKE
No, I was joking, like implying you're embarrassed about us, so you didn't say we were 
coming?

(beat)
Never mind.

(nods to Val)
She's right. I say stupid shit all the time. Guilty.

VAL
(abrupt)

I had to make all the arrangements.

IZZY
. . . . . 

VAL
For the service.

IZZY
I know.

VAL
Alone.

IZZY
That's why I apologized.

Alligator Gospels  16.



Alligator Gospels  17.

A long moment.

MIKE
So, what kind of spiritual power?

IZZY
I'm sorry?

MIKE
You said the place he's at has spiritual power.

IZZY
Yeah, it does.

MIKE
I'm curious what kind?

IZZY
I'm not sure I understand.

MIKE
How would you describe the power? Do you go there and just feel it?

VAL
Mike, just --

IZZY
No, I get it.

MIKE
Like for some people spiritual power or energy can be like, "Oh my god, nature, it's 
blowing my mind."  Or "I'm so at peace out here." But other people can be, "Whoa, I'm 
seeing the truth of all existence." Then other people, for them they're like, "I have to 
slaughter people who don't accept my deity."

IZZY
I'd say it's most like the last one.

MIKE
Really?

Izzy stares at him. A blank look.

VAL
No, not really, Mike. Jesus.
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Izzy smiles.

IZZY
"Everyone worship like me or die."  Why would I be like that?

MIKE
No, I was just throwing out examples of different kinds of -- no, it was your look that 
kind of made me say, "Uh..." That was nice and creepy.

IZZY
Thanks.

MIKE
You got me!

VAL
Izzy was a drama geek before she dropped out of high school.

IZZY
Hey, I finished high school.

VAL
Eventually.

IZZY
Doesn't matter how you make a touchdown, as long as you get in the end zone.

MIKE
You a football fan?

IZZY
Hell, no.

VAL
Dad used to say that to us.

IZZY
All the time.

VAL
His entire vocabulary for parenting was based on football.

IZZY
"Sometimes you have to settle for a field goal."
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VAL
All of which would be valuable --

IZZY
-- possibly --

VAL
-- if either of us followed it with him.

IZZY
Which we didn't.       

A flashlight beam strobes across the room for a moment.

IZZY
That's him. Shit.

Izzy gets up and frantically looks around the room.

VAL
Iz, what's wrong?

IZZY
Um.

MIKE
Everything okay?

IZZY
I gotta find something.

MIKE
What? Let us help.

IZZY
Don't laugh or make jokes.

VAL
About / what?

IZZY
I have to wear something.

VAL
Why would we laugh?
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IZZY
Or freak out.

VAL
What is it?

IZZY
I'll show you when I find it. I should have told you about this earlier.

MIKE
Tell us what it is / we'll look.

IZZY
Got it. 

She holds up a LEATHER MASK. 

It feels oddly primitive. Or something from the dark ages. It is, 
without question, home made.She quickly puts it on. It covers the 
front of her face. Not her mouth.

VAL
What is that?

IZZY
I know, right? That was my first reaction.

VAL
No, seriously, what are you wearing that for?

IZZY
It's called a "True Face."

VAL
That doesn't clear anything up. At all.

IZZY
Jessie made it for me. 

VAL
Take it off, it's creepy.
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IZZY
Don't call it that. Don't say it's creepy.

VAL
Well, it is. Why are you wearing that?

IZZY
It's complicated.

VAL
Take it off.

IZZY
I can't.

VAL
Why not?

IZZY
This is my fault, I should've given you a heads up. It's so hard to get into I just, I put it 
off. I always do shit like this.

Izzy goes to the window and looks out front. 

IZZY
Okay, he's coming. Please, please, please, pretend I'm not wearing this. Don't mention it.

VAL
Izzy.

MIKE
I'm totally confused.

IZZY
Please!? It'll just make this way easier--

The door opens. JESSIE ENTERS. He's late 30s. Beard. Quiet. 
Intense. 

IZZY
-- Hi, honey.

Jessie tenses when he sees Val and Mike. 
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JESSIE
What's this?

IZZY
It's my sister. And her husband. I told you.

Pause.

MIKE
Hey, man. I'm Mike.

Mike puts a hand out to shake. Jessie doesn't move. Mike jumps to 
the wrong conclusion.

MIKE
Sorry, guess we're hugging.

He does an painfully awkward bro hug that isn't returned. Mike 
ends the hug and feels totally adrift. He steps back next to Val.

IZZY
I told you they were staying.

JESSIE
And I told you: write this kind of thing down in my book. 

IZZY
Which I did. And we talked about it this morning before you left.

Pause.

VAL
Hi. I'm Val.

Val offers her hand. 

Beat. 

It's not clear if Jessie's gonna shake, but then, finally, he does.

JESSIE
Welcome. Sorry, I, uh, I was out transferring, and sometimes it makes my brain fuzzy for 
an hour or so afterwords.
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VAL
No worries.

MIKE
What were you transferring? If I can ask?

JESSIE
Life Power from the All of All.

MIKE
(no idea)

Awesome.
(beat)

I like your art.

JESSIE
What?

MIKE
We saw your wood animal...things. Driving up the road.

Pause.

IZZY
We can talk about stuff like that later. Jessie, why don't you clean up while Mike and my 
sister get settled, and then we'll eat. 

MIKE
Food. Yay.

VAL
Yeah. Sure.

IZZY
Your room's down the hall. First door's a bathroom, you guys are the next door -- that's 
the guest bedroom. 

VAL
And that's you two at the end of the hall?

IZZY
Exactly. Yep.

VAL
Cool.
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MIKE
Thanks. This is great.

Val and Mike head down the hallway. Jessie and Izzy watch them 
go. Just as Izzy, Val, and Mike are about to disappear, Jessie speaks 
up --

JESSIE
Hey.

Mike and Val stop and turn. 

JESSIE
It's important you're here.

MIKE
Really?

JESSIE
Yes.

VAL
Thanks.

MIKE
Coolio. *

JESSIE
It means something.

VAL
Yeah?

JESSIE
This was written about. 

MIKE
What was?

JESSIE
What's gonna happen. There's a reason for this. You're both a part of something important 
to the Next Cycle.

How does one respond to that?

MIKE
Cool. I'm pumped.
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Mike immediately feels embarrassed by his choice of words.

IZZY
Alright, Jessie. Give 'em a little bit of time to rest. They've been on the road a while.

JESSIE
Of course.

Val and Mike EXIT to their room. We hear their door shut.

IZZY
What do you think?

JESSIE
I can't wait for them to meet the alligator.

Izzy nods.

LIGHTS FADE.

SCENE 3

The guest bedroom. A few minutes later. Mike and Val alone, 
speaking in low(ish) voices.

MIKE
Okay, what was that?

VAL
No idea.

MIKE
I mean, seriously?

VAL
I know.

MIKE
Sooo weird, right? That mask!

VAL
Yeah.
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MIKE
It wasn't just me, that was legitimately nuts.

VAL
No idea what's going on with either of them.

MIKE
Has to be a prank.

VAL
I dunno.

MIKE
Is that the kind of thing your sister would do? Is she a prankster?

VAL
Not really, but...

MIKE
Because that mask...

VAL
You mean her "true face."

MIKE
Totally bananas.

VAL
Yeah.

MIKE
And Jessie?  That dude was definitely not joking...

VAL
No, no, he didn't seem like it.

MIKE
And when he showed up, before he came in, honestly, your sister looked kind of scared.

VAL
I didn't notice that exactly --
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MIKE
She did, she totally did.

VAL
I've got no idea what this's about.

MIKE
We've stumbled in to a big pile of Texas Crazy.

VAL
I know, but, just settle down a bit. 

MIKE
Settle d -- Your sister put a leather mask on and acted like.

VAL
Like what?

MIKE
I don't know, I'm blanking. She acted like she forgot to put on part of her uniform. Like 
she had some kind of job where she had to wear a uniform and she just realized she was 
like, missing something, and her manager was gonna come in and yell. 

VAL
Like McDonald's?

MIKE
That, yes. And the manager comes in to inspect or whatever they do, and she's like, "Shit, 
I don't have my paper hat."

VAL
Got it.

MIKE
That was the weirdest thing -- well, the mask was the weirdest thing, but the more I think 
about it, what makes it really strange was how.

VAL
You really think she looked scared?

MIKE
Kind of, yeah.

A knock on the door. A tense moment as they look at each other.
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VAL
Um, yeah?

IZZY (O.S.)
(from other side of door)

It's me. Can I come in a sec?

Val opens the door. Izzy ENTERS, still wearing the leather mask.

IZZY
Hey.

VAL
Hey.

IZZY
Sorry about that.

VAL
It's fine.

IZZY
No, no it's not. I messed up. I should have told you about this.

VAL
Uh-huh.

IZZY
I was really pumped to see you after so long. I was worried if I said anything you might 
not come.

VAL
Why are you wearing that thing?

IZZY
It's a True Face.

VAL
Yeah, you said that. Do you mind taking it off?

IZZY
See, I can't.

VAL
Why not?
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IZZY
That's what I wanted to explain.

A moment. It's clear Izzy's not totally sure where to start.

IZZY
Jessie, when I met him, I was not in a great spot. Unemployed, drinking, doing too much, 
uh, drugs, oxy and benzos and stuff. It was bad. It was like before I left home -- well, 
before Dad kicked me out -- but even worse. Worse than that. So Jessie was just someone 
I clicked with during that time -- we hooked up at a few parties, but nothing serious. 
Then, like, the day I was literally evicted of my apartment and was gonna have to 
probably start living on the street, or sleeping with dudes for a roof over my head. He 
found me.

MIKE
Found you how? Like --

IZZY
-- I was sitting at a bus stop, no idea what to do, and I look up and he's standing there. 
And he said he was there to save me.

MIKE
That's a quote, or are you just --

IZZY
-- an exact quote. And so he takes me to a Starbucks, gets me a latte, and tells me he's 
been saved.

VAL
Like found God?

IZZY
Yeah.

VAL
He got religion?

IZZY
Yes, exactly. And he told me he'd help me burn my sins away and find my place through 
Transference.

MIKE
How do you burn sins away?
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IZZY
With fire.

MIKE
(nods, going with it)

Makes sense.

VAL
Give me details on that.

IZZY
Heat can sterilize.

VAL
Sterilize what?

IZZY
Sins.

MIKE
You're talking about actual flames?

IZZY
No. The All of All. Spiritual flames. Heat of prayer.

VAL
Fine, okay. Please get to the mask.

IZZY
Yeah, it's a lot to get used to. I understand that.

VAL
Definitely.

MIKE
(trying to break the tension 

with a joke)
I'm kind of hoping to get one of those for Val.

IZZY
Jessie would love that. 

Val gives Mike a brief but utterly withering look. Chastened, Mike 
wilts a little. Izzy doesn't take it as a joke.
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VAL
Tell me what it's about.

IZZY
It's a bit complicated.

VAL
At this point, broad strokes will do.

IZZY
The True Face is part of our religion. It's like a major part.

VAL
And what religion is this, because I'm not sure I've ever heard of this.

IZZY
It doesn't have a name-name. We just call it The Truth of All.

VAL
What religion makes you wear masks?

MIKE
Muslims have those coverings for women. Burkas. I took a comparative world religion 
class, and it's really interesting how --

VAL
Mike? Can you just...?

MIKE
Sure, sure.

(to Izzy, again going for the 
joke)

In Val's religion, men should be seen and not heard.

VAL
(looks at Mike)

!!!

MIKE
. . . . . 

VAL
(back to her sister)

So...
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IZZY
One thing -- both of you? Please call it my True Face. It's not a mask.

VAL
I don't know.

IZZY
What don't you know?

VAL
I'm not sure I can.

IZZY
Why not?

VAL
That's not your true face.

IZZY
How d'you know?

VAL
How do I know? 
Seriously?

IZZY
Yes.

VAL
Because your real face is under the mask.

IZZY
But that doesn't make it true.

VAL
It makes it more true than that scary thing.

IZZY
Because you perceive it that way doesn't make it true.

MIKE
It looks like you're trying to be, like, a female Jason Voorhees.
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IZZY
Who's that?

MIKE
Really? You don't know?

IZZY
Jason?

MIKE
He's the killer from Friday the 13th. Wears the mask?

IZZY
Oh, right. Him.

(beat)
That's actually really insulting.

She's serious.

MIKE
Oh.

IZZY
Let's not go there again.

MIKE
Okay. I won't. Sorry. 

(beat)
You know, if it's cool, why don't I let you two chat. I'm gonna go outside, maybe just kind 
of look around?

IZZY
Sure, yeah.

MIKE
Val?

VAL
Yes, go do that. 

(beat)
And if you go to the car, my blue bag is in the front seat. You can bring that in. 

Mike nods. EXITS.
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IZZY
I kind of went off on him. Sorry about that.

VAL
It's cool.

IZZY
I like him though. You two seem good.

VAL
Thanks.

IZZY
How long has this been going on?

VAL
Three years.

IZZY
And?

VAL
And we'll see. 

IZZY
But it's serious?

VAL
Definitely.  

IZZY
Jessie and me, we've -- it's been, like, four years now.

VAL
Wow.

IZZY
I know.

VAL
Is that a record? How long was Andrew?
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IZZY
Two years.

VAL
That's it?

IZZY
Pretty much.

VAL
Seemed longer.

(beat)
So, your True Face...

IZZY
Yeah?

VAL
What's it have to do with the religion?

IZZY
When you become a mate, the man creates the woman's True Face. It's the same way the 
All of All gives us our First Face at birth.

VAL
All of All?

IZZY
The All of All.

Izzy gestures indicating "everything around us." 

LIGHTS SHIFT to the front porch. Mike steps out. Takes in the 
night. Sees Jessie sitting in a chair. 

The Izzy/Val scene and Mike/Jessie scene will go on 
simultaneously. 

For clarity * * * indicates the shift in attention, NOT necessarily in 
lighting.

MIKE
Oh, hey.
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JESSIE
Hey.

Long pause.

* * *

VAL
How long you gotta wear it?

IZZY
Any time I'm with the Refusers.

VAL
Refusers?

IZZY
Those who refuse to embrace the All of All.

VAL
How do you embrace the... What you said? Olive what?

IZZY
All of All. The all of all of this. 

VAL
How do you do that, though?

IZZY
It can't happen until you've been through the fire.

VAL
Spiritual fire.

IZZY
Yeah.

VAL
So I'm a Refuser?

IZZY
Yes. 
And Mike. 
You both are.
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* * *

JESSIE
Beer?

MIKE
Oh, hell yes.

Jessie gets two beers from a cooler. Hands one to Mike.

MIKE
Thanks. 

JESSIE
Yep.

They both open their beers and drink. 

MIKE
Okay, that totally hit the spot. Dos Equis! I'm all about Mexican beer. Anything that's too 
hoppy just makes my nuts sag, know what I mean?

Jessie doesn't know what Mike means. Awkward pause. Mike finds 
a place to sit.

MIKE
(kind of to himself)

Yeah, I'm just gonna sit my ass down and chill.

Jessie doesn't respond. Mike takes a long pull of his beer.

Pause.

*  *  *

VAL
Where'd this come from?

IZZY
This?

VAL
The religion. You called it "The Truth."

Alligator Gospels  37.



Alligator Gospels  38.

IZZY
It's really the only religion.

VAL
Izzy, there're tons of religions. 

IZZY
No, actually, there're tons of false believers, and Refusers, but that doesn't make them 
real.

VAL
Why doesn't it have a name? 

IZZY
A name implies it has to be distinguished from other religions, which isn't the truth. 
There's only one religion. You can refer to it as The One or The Truth or The Religion.

VAL
You were born Catholic. I'm completely lost. 

IZZY
I know. I know you are. But it's not your fault. How could you know?

VAL
I'm lost about what you're saying. And how you're acting.

IZZY
And I'm telling you, I don't blame you for that. And it's why I'm so excited you're here.

VAL
I'm gonna be honest...

IZZY
Yes, please, I want that.

VAL
It sounds like you've joined a cult. Is that what this is?

* * *

MIKE
So, um, you like it out here?
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JESSIE
Uh-huh.

MIKE
This is your place?

JESSIE
Whose place would it be?

MIKE
No, I just mean like, do you own it or, like, is it a rent-type situation?

JESSIE
It's been provided to us. So, own, I guess.

MIKE
Nice.

JESSIE
Uh-huh.

MIKE
Very nice. And, like, how much of this land around here do you own?

JESSIE
Enough.

MIKE
You ever watch that show about preppers?

JESSIE
No. What is it?

MIKE
Oh, it's so great. I almost got hired on it. (I edit -- do post work and stuff.) No, but, 
Preppers? -- It's like the best thing? It's basically people who are worried about the end of 
civilization so they stock up on food and guns and practice like, all these amazing plans 
for when everything falls apart.

JESSIE
Never seen it.

MIKE
It's great. It's the kind of thing where you watch one episode and you're pretty much 
hooked. 
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Oh, and the other cool thing is all the preppers get a score at the end, which tells them 
how long what they've done will allow them to live once the Category 10 Mega-
Hurricanes hit. 

JESSIE
Why you bring this up?

MIKE
Oh, I was just thinking, like, because you're so far out here, it'd be a perfect place to do 
that whole "prepper thing." You could dig a bunker; you could set traps for humans... the 
one thing you'd probably have a hard time doing is growing food, but if you buy enough 
canned food you might be okay. Or a lot of them stock up on MREs, which are these 
really--

JESSIE
I know what MREs are.

MIKE
Okay.

JESSIE
My dad was military.

MIKE
Oh, nice.

JESSIE
He was a bastard.

MIKE
Ah.

Silence. Mike takes another long drink.

* * *

IZZY
That's such a lame thing to say.

VAL
I'm sorry, but --
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IZZY
-- A cult is a group of people who believe in something false and something based on 
corrupt power structures. The Truth is the truth. It's the only valid belief. Far as I'm 
concerned, it's these other religions that are cults. 

VAL
I'm not sure what to say. 

IZZY
I get it.

VAL
I don't like you wearing that mask. It's really hard to get past it.

IZZY
But it's beautiful.

VAL
No, it's not.

IZZY
You'll see that it is.

VAL
Izzy, I don't think I will. You're wearing a mask; you're hiding your face because your 
husband.

IZZY
Not my husband. God. My husband is only in his image.

VAL
Okay, look...

IZZY
What?

VAL
Wanna know what really gets me about this?

IZZY
Yes, I do. I want to know.

VAL
Why doesn't he have to wear a mask?
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IZZY
Because God doesn't wear a mask.

MIKE
But you said your -- Jessie -- He's not God.

IZZY
Okay, you're not listening. Or maybe you are and you're just not getting it. 

(beat)
He's -- all people -- even you -- are in His image. God doesn't wear a mask. We all need 
to strive to be in His image. His face is male, so the True Face is created by Godlike 
hands, the male, my husband. Now that doesn't mean The All of All is male, it just means 
He manifests as male.  

VAL
But you're saying "Godlike hands" and all this stuff.

IZZY
So. Godlike doesn't mean God, it's not saying he is God.

VAL
You don't find this misogynistic?

IZZY
That's silly.

VAL
It's not. You cover up your face.

IZZY
That's where you're wrong. I'm exposing myself. I'm showing my true face.

VAL
The woman has to wear a mask and the husband doesn't -- that just feels so wrong to me.

IZZY
Don't be stuck on that. You're missing the entire point.

VAL
It's demeaning. It diminishes you.

IZZY
No, it's an act of love. It's a symbolic act of love to elevate me to the face of God.

* * *
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Mike finishes his beer.

MIKE
Would it be rude if I asked for another?

JESSIE
Yes.

Long pause.

JESSIE
I'm kidding. Help yourself.

There's no change in Jessie's tone to indicate he was kidding.

Mike goes to the cooler. He grabs another ice cold Dos Equis. 
Opens it. Sips... Wanders around the porch checking things out. 
Slowly becomes more relaxed.

MIKE
So, what's the commute situation like?

JESSIE
Who's commuting?

MIKE
No, like, do you have a long drive for work?

JESSIE
You asking if I got a job?

MIKE
What? No. No, just wondering if being out here makes it hard to work? Like, I don't 
know if you know, but we live in Pasadena.

JESSIE
I know.

MIKE
Oh, okay. Um, so yeah, I work in Santa Monica, which if you know LA traffic -- that's a 
long-ass commute. It's a good job, I edit -- corporate videos mostly, but the pay's good. 
But, so, yeah, I get up early, and it's just an ugly grind. 
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In fact, if rents weren't so fucked up right now, I'd move us to Santa Monica. But the 
thing about where we're at now is we got this super cool landlord, and we have this really 
low rent, so we don't wanna move.

JESSIE
So what're you asking?

MIKE
Just if you have a rough commute. On account of being out so far?

JESSIE
No.

MIKE
Cool. 

Mike takes a long drink. This isn't getting easier.

* * *

VAL
This whole thing you're telling me. It all assumes women aren't already elevated.

IZZY
That's not true at all.

VAL
Then don't wear the mask.

IZZY
I want to. 

VAL
As a favor to me.

IZZY
How come you don't have a problem like this with priests?

VAL
What's that got to do with anything?

IZZY
A woman can't be a priest. How's that different? Or remotely okay?
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VAL
I mean, I guess it's not.

IZZY
Or like Mike said -- burkas and all the other things? Women forced to hide their entire 
bodies -- shouldn't that be just as disgusting.

VAL
I never said "disgusting."

IZZY
But answer. Are burkas evil? Because there're a lot of people out there who believe in that 
religion.

VAL
And I never said "evil." But do I like burkas? No. Would we be having this exact same 
conversation if you started wearing a burka? Yes. But we're having a different 
conversation because you're wearing a mask.

IZZY
Which I've asked you numerous times to call my True Face.

VAL
I'm not calling it that.

IZZY
Then we're going to have a problem because it's disrespectful calling it a mask. It's 
completely intolerant.

VAL
Why didn't you have it on when we showed up?  You seemed kind of afraid when Jessie 
came home, and you weren't wearing... That.

IZZY
I was nervous about you. Because of this. I knew you'd flip out.

VAL
If you believe what you believe, that shouldn't matter.

IZZY
You're right. It shouldn't.
But I'm not perfect. I'm not fully evolved. 
Just because I've seen the All of All and heard the Voice from the Alligator doesn't mean I 
spend each moment behaving perfectly, like some kind of robot. 
I'm still Izzy. 
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I'm still your sister. 
I fuck up all the time. 
But I've discovered something. 
And it's beautiful. And meaningful. And lifts me up. And it's gonna change the planet 
because it's not just an excuse to control people -- it really comes from the power that 
made us.

VAL
I'm glad it does.

IZZY
You don't mean that. But it's all true. And this beauty is going to transform the world.

VAL
. . . . . .

IZZY
You guys eaten yet?

VAL
We didn't stop anywhere since lunch. I'm sure Mike's hungry.

IZZY
Well, let's get some food in you.

VAL
I want to support you. Please know that.

IZZY
Yeah.

VAL
I do. I really do.

IZZY
Thanks.

VAL
It's a lot to process.

IZZY
I get that.
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VAL
You look great. Even wearing that. You were so thin last time, I thought you were gonna 
fade away.

IZZY
Thanks.

VAL
Whatever you've been doing, it's working.

IZZY
I think so too.

VAL
If I had a picture of the last time I saw you and showed it to Mike he wouldn't know it's 
you. 

IZZY
I was bad, I know.  

VAL
We better see how Mike's doing. Hopefully he and Jessie are bonding.

Val and Izzy exit the bedroom, cross through the living room...

* * *

Mike and Jessie sit there. 

It may not be a tense silence for Jessie, but it is for Mike. When 
Val and Izzy step out onto the porch, he practically leaps to his 
feet.

MIKE
Hey, there they are.

VAL
How's it going out here?

MIKE
Jessie is pretty much talking my ear off. No, I'm kidding. We're just two bulls out here 
chilling, enjoying the Texas night. That describes it pretty well, right Jessie?
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JESSIE
Uh-huh.

IZZY
How about we make some hamburgers!

MIKE
Oh my God, yes! I'm ravenous. Hey, did any of you ever see the movie Ravenous? It was 
really cool. What's his name? The guy from Christopher Nolan's second movie. He's got 
tattoos. Forgets things. Anyway, he was in it. It was awesome, but there's this one 
moment where one of the characters is being chased by that guy from The Full Monty, 
and instead of being scary it was ridiculous because they had this mood killing music on 
the soundtrack.

Everyone's pretty much just waiting for Mike to stop prattling on.

IZZY
Jessie, can you start up the grill?

Jessie gets up and EXITS around the side of the house without a 
word.

IZZY
We can eat out here.

MIKE
I'm so hungry right now, I almost get cannibalism.

VAL
That's not an appetizing thing to say.

MIKE
Sorry. I wasn't aware I had to deliver a trigger warning for attempts at cannibalism 
humor.  

IZZY
Okay, well, you two relax, I'm gonna get things going.

MIKE
Great. 

VAL
Thanks, Iz.
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IZZY
Of course.

(beat)
Come here.

The two sisters hug again.

IZZY
So happy you made it.

VAL
Me too.

Izzy EXITS into the house.  Mike immediately speaks in a low 
voice.

MIKE
I can't do two days here.

VAL
Shhh.

MIKE
I can't do it. 

VAL
Keep your voice down.

MIKE
He doesn't talk. 

VAL
I know, I know.

MIKE
And she wears a creepy mask. 

VAL
I need you to stay cool.

MIKE
This is gonna be a great story to tell later, but right now, living this, I'm not good at all. 
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VAL
Let's just take it as it comes. 
Give me some of that.

Mike hands the beer to Val. She takes a drink. 

VAL
This is gonna be okay.

MIKE
And why do you say that?

VAL
I agree with everything you're saying. The weirdness. The mask. But I just talked with 
her and, I don't know, she sounds rational. She still sounds like my sister. She doesn't 
sound like, I don't know, space aliens warped her mind. She's still Izzy.

MIKE
Just with a mask.

VAL
(giving in to the idea)

It's called a True Face.

MIKE
You say that like you want me to call it that.

VAL
It's her house. Their place. If it's something they believe, I don't see the point of pissing 
them off.

MIKE
You're kidding me?

VAL
Mike, my parents are gone. She's my family. If I have to respect her new beliefs for a few 
days to try and fix things between us, I'm gonna do it. And I'd like you to help me do that.

Mike thinks about it.

MIKE
Fine. Good thing for you one of my many excellent qualities is my innate gift to go with 
the flow.
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VAL
And do what I say.

MIKE
That too. I like to think that me doing what you say is really the backbone of our 
relationship.

She smiles. They share a small kiss. 

MIKE
You just watch. I'm gonna go with the flow so much, by the time we leave here, your 
sister and Jessie are gonna wanna make me the new Pope of their religion.

VAL
I don't put it past you.

MIKE
Or like a really cool high priest.

VAL
If you're gonna go for it, go for Pope.

MIKE
Fine. Pope it is.

VAL
"Pope Mike."

MIKE
Pope Mike, high official of the Only True religion, ready to bring the All of All to a world 
floundering in heresy. I will create a caliphate across Texas, a dominion of the All of All 
that will cause the rain of God's tears to flood the lands until all Refusers bow their heads 
and proclaim their lives and souls for The Truth. We will put the Refusers in the barren 
lands and surround them with barbed wire and a moat of howling dogs that have tasted 
the blood of the unrepentant. 

VAL
Wow.

MIKE
You like that?

VAL
Not even a little.
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MIKE
I just had a flash-back to Mrs. Boomer's improv class. I still got it. "Yes and" baby!

VAL
You've lost me.

MIKE
I did theater stuff in high school. The idea behind improv is you go with it. To whatever is 
thrown at you. So I was like, "I'm the Pope" and I channeled the All of All.

VAL
You missed your calling. That was a little creepy.

MIKE
(playing it up just enough 

where we think something 
weird could be happening)

...Or maybe I was actually tapping into the real energy of the All of All. Maybe they're 
both right. Maybe for just a second, I was possessed by the power surrounding us.

VAL
(shutting him down)

I think a caliphate has to be run by a Muslim.

MIKE
So?

VAL
So, if you created a land dedicated to your religion, it wouldn't technically be a caliphate.

MIKE
How you know this?

VAL
Because I read real news sources? And how come you don't? You said you took 
Comparative World Religions.

MIKE
I guess we didn't cover caliphates.  

(beat)
That's a fun word to say. "Caliphate." 

(pause)
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I meant it, by the way. About making it two days. I really, really, don't think I can hang 
with this that long. All bullshit aside.

VAL
I know. I'm starting to doubt it too.

They share a look.

BLACKOUT

SCENE 4

Later that night. Outside on the porch. Jessie scrapes the grill.  Val, 
Mike, and Izzy are at the outdoor table. They've just finished 
eating.

MIKE
That made all the difference.

IZZY
Good, huh?

MIKE
So good. That was, honestly, and I'm not saying this just to be polite.

VAL
Babe, you don't have to qualify everything.

MIKE
I'm not, I'm just saying -- so fucking good.

IZZY
Glad you liked it.

MIKE
That was a hamburger. Like, I don't know if it's a thing about Texas, if Texas cows taste 
better, or what, but I've never had a hamburger that shook me like that.

IZZY
It shook you?

MIKE
I'm shook. Yes. By this delicious meat.
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VAL
Okay.

MIKE
Just saying.

VAL
And saying, and saying, and saying.

MIKE
Be nice to me please.

VAL
I am.

IZZY
We're happy you liked it. Right, Jessie?

JESSIE
Hm?

IZZY
Mike liked the food.

JESSIE
Good.

IZZY
That makes us happy, right?

JESSIE
Uh-huh.

MIKE
You know I was thinking, about your ma-- the, the True Face?

IZZY
What about it?

MIKE
I was thinking how lucky you are that the All of All said it was okay to have it so your 
mouth's not covered up.

Jessie stops cleaning the grill. He listens without looking over.
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MIKE
Right? Because what if the All of All was like, "You have to wear the True Face" but also 
said, "You can't have a mouth hole?"

As usual, Mike is being flippant out of nervousness. Izzy is not 
amused.

IZZY
Why would the All of All ever do something like that?

MIKE
I don't know.

IZZY
But what makes you say that?

MIKE
I was just meaning, "what if?"

IZZY
I don't even understand where you're coming from.

VAL
I love this guy, I want to be clear, but he usually doesn't even know where he's coming 
from.  

MIKE
That's actually true. My mom used to say I needed to put a filter up.

IZZY
The All of All wouldn't tell us to wear a True Face that didn't allow us to eat. That just -- 
it makes no sense.

MIKE
I know, but I was just -- It was like a "what if?" thing.

IZZY
You still act like this is a punishment. 

MIKE
No, I was just saying--

IZZY
It's not. Not even close. You've gotta get that through your head.
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MIKE
Totally didn't mean anything.

IZZY
The mask, it's a sign of acceptance.

MIKE
Of what?

IZZY
The Truth. The only truth there is.

MIKE
Okay.

IZZY
It's beautiful. And I'm telling you, it might not happen tomorrow, or in a week, but there 
will be a time when everyone will be wearing these.

VAL
Well, that's not true.

IZZY
Why?

VAL
Only the women.

IZZY
That's right. That's what I meant.

VAL
You do get why we're curious about this?

IZZY
Sure.

VAL
It's a lot to take in.

IZZY
I do, I get it.

VAL
So, do you mind if we pepper you with some more questions?
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IZZY
Pepper away.

VAL
How many are in the religion?

Izzy looks over at Jessie, who is now back to finishing his 
cleaning.

IZZY
Jessie? How many?

JESSIE
(w/o looking over)

I think you know.

IZZY
(to Val)

Just us.

VAL
Really?

IZZY
Yep.

MIKE
Keeping things exclusive. Smart.

IZZY
It's not about that.

MIKE
Hey, I think it's great. You're totally getting in on the ground floor.

VAL
If it's just you, who told you guys about it then?

IZZY
Jessie told me. 

MIKE
Jessie?
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JESSIE
Hm?

MIKE
Where'd you learn about your religion?

JESSIE
(he looks over)

You wanna see?

MIKE
See?

JESSIE
Where it came from?

MIKE
Where the religion came from?

JESSIE
Uh-huh.

MIKE
Sure. I'm game.

JESSIE
Cool.

(to Izzy)
You want me to get these dishes first?

IZZY
No, no. We got it. You two go to the gulch.

JESSIE
(to Mike)

I'm gonna wash my hands and get the flashlights.

Jessie GOES INSIDE the house.

VAL
The gulch?
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MIKE
Yeah, what's this gulch thing?

VAL
You guys are going to the gulch.

MIKE
Why do we have to go to the gulch?

IZZY
Because he's gonna show you where the religion came from.

MIKE
Why do we have to go to the gulch for that? I just kind of want to know where he heard 
about it.

IZZY
That's where it started.

MIKE
Really?

VAL
Can't he just tell us about it here?

MIKE
Yeah, going all the way out seems, I dunno...

IZZY
It wouldn't really translate. He didn't simply hear about it, he experienced it.

MIKE
Okay.

IZZY
It's not so much something that can be explained by just like, "I'm gonna tell you 
something." 

MIKE
Oh.

IZZY
It's kind of like the difference between going to a gas station to fill your tank with gas and 
going to the spot where the oil is bubbling up from the ground. Don't worry, it's not that 
far. 
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MIKE
Just, it's dark.

IZZY
Which is actually better. You don't wanna go when it's too hot. It's a beautiful walk.

VAL
Hey, why not. It is a nice night.

IZZY
Oh.

VAL
What?

IZZY
I was thinking you and me would stay here.

VAL
I'd kind of like to take a stroll. 

MIKE
Yeah, definitely come with us.

IZZY
(to Val)

We'll go on our own. Later.

MIKE
I kind of feel like I want Val to go with me.

IZZY
Why?

MIKE
Would it make me less of a man to say for protection?

IZZY
It might.

MIKE
Val's really tough.

IZZY
I know.
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MIKE
She fights dirty. 

IZZY
Me and Val have had our share of tussles. Remember when you broke my glass horse?

VAL
Which was a total accident.

MIKE
She's also taking martial arts, so she can like, Buffy the Vampire Slayer anything that 
attacks us.

IZZY
What would she need to protect you from?

MIKE
Hello? This is prime Chupacabra territory.

IZZY
Ha. Sure.

MIKE
Okay, how about mountain lions. Or snakes? Big snakes!

IZZY
We're not in the mountains. Don't worry about snakes.

MIKE
Rabid armadillos? They can get rabies right? What is an armadillo anyway? A rodent?

IZZY
You'll be fine. Jessie will protect you.

Jessie ENTERS with two flashlights.

JESSIE
Who'm I protecting?

IZZY
Will you make sure Mike doesn't get attacked on your way to the gulch?

JESSIE
Attacked by what?
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MIKE
(embarrassed)

Nothing, we were just joking around. I'm good, I'm good. 

Jessie tosses a flashlight to Mike.

MIKE
It's not too late for this?

JESSIE
No.

MIKE
Cause we can do it in the morning. Won't be too hot then will it?

JESSIE
Right now's the best time.

MIKE
Okay, well, I guess we're gonna go hike into wherever while you two stay here and relax.

VAL
Hey, we're doing the dishes.

MIKE
You want to trade?

IZZY
No, we wanna do some sister talk.

MIKE
Yeah, okay.

JESSIE
Let's go.

Jessie turns and EXITS into the night.  

Mike is clearly not excited to be trudging off into the dark with 
Jessie. He gives Val a look. Val shrugs.

MIKE
Okay, well, if I don't come back, please know I've had a rich and full life.
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VAL
Noted.

MIKE
And do not clear my browser history. That's very important.

VAL
Why?

MIKE
I want you to know and remember me in all my sexual complexity.

VAL
Fine. I'll go to every website, I promise. 

MIKE
Last kiss?

VAL
God, you're such a drama queen.

MIKE
Yeah, but you love it.

Val goes to him, gives him a quick kiss.

VAL
Better catch up with Jessie.

MIKE
Yeah. 

IZZY
Watch out for rabid armadillos!

MIKE
Always.

Mike EXITS, heading out after Jessie.Izzy starts clearing the 
table. Val lends a hand.

IZZY
I got this.
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VAL
Oh, stop.

Until noted, the following dialogue takes place as Izzy and Val go 
in and out of the house, taking plates and such into the kitchen.

VAL
I have more questions.

IZZY
Sure.

VAL
This one is gonna sound like I'm trying to be funny but it's serious.

IZZY
Uh-huh.

VAL
Wearing the True Face. Does it mess with your skin?

IZZY
It did at first. I clean the mask, the inside especially, all the time. And I have a good skin 
care regiment now. I always make sure to clean and moisturize.

VAL
Good.

IZZY
And pretty obviously, we're not entertaining people out here much, so I don't have to 
wear it that often.

VAL
Right, because it's only for when you're with Refusers.

IZZY
Exactly. And some day, sure it might be a long time from now, but the dream is one day 
there'll be no such thing as a Refuser.

VAL
So you have some lofty ambitions for this.
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IZZY
Not really. I think it's more that people want the truth and since this is The Truth, people 
all over the world will naturally gravitate to it.

VAL
Don't take this wrong, but that's what all -- or most people who are really deeply into 
their faith think.

IZZY
True, but they're mistaken. I mean, if one of these other so-called religions did have the 
truth, the real truth, they wouldn't have to spend so much time convincing people, or 
fighting, or whatever they've had to do over time. 

Think about it, if one of these organizations had the actual truth handed down by a 
spiritual force that created all of life, wouldn't that truth naturally reverberate in humans?

It would be like a baby hearing the voice of its mother. It'd sense the connection. 

But that's not what happens. 

They fight and blow themselves up or blow other people up or say this person isn't being 
saved and on and on. It's just tribalism. If any of these beliefs were real, the world 
wouldn't have the history it has.

But ours is The Truth.  

When it gets out, people will feel the echo deep inside and understand that after so long, 
the Truth has finally arrived. 

They're done cleaning The table. They are now in the kitchen. Izzy 
opens a bottle of wine and pours two glasses. Val takes a moment. 
Treads carefully:

VAL
It's hard for me to not think that this, all this with your religion and stuff. It's all really 
about Mom and Dad.

IZZY
No.

VAL
I think it probably is.
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IZZY
This's helped me with that. But I wouldn't say this is because of it.

VAL
I don't think you've dealt with what happened to them.

IZZY
I should have come for the service. I know you're super pissed about that. /  And you're 
right.

VAL
No.

IZZY
You are, / and I get it. I do.

VAL
Izzy.

IZZY
I was in shock. Okay?

VAL
We all were. That's not the point.

IZZY
What's the point then?

VAL
I needed you.

IZZY
. . . . . 

VAL
I had to arrange everything.

IZZY
I'm sorry. I am, and --

VAL
And the press and the investigation.

IZZY
Listen, I am. I'm sorry. I'm so fucking sorry.

Alligator Gospels  66.



Alligator Gospels  67.

They take sips from their wine.

Beat.

VAL
This is really good.

Pause.

IZZY
You know they talked to me?

VAL
Yeah.

IZZY
You do? You knew?

VAL
The detective mentioned it. How do you think I found out where you were?

IZZY
They gave it to you?

VAL
Yeah.

IZZY
How'd they find me?

VAL
Don't know.

IZZY
I thought you told them.

VAL
How would I know? You fell off the face of the Earth for six years.

IZZY
Five.

VAL
Whatever. How would I be able to tell them where to find you?
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IZZY
Huh. Wonder how they tracked us down?

VAL
Well, it's kind of their job.

IZZY
Yeah, I guess.

Pause.

IZZY
Being out there, it's easy to pretend they're still alive.

VAL
Wish I could do that.

IZZY
Still no sense that they know who did it?  Are they working on leads?

VAL
I used to get pretty regular updates, but now, not so much. 

IZZY
CSI, they always get people with a piece of fingernail or something.

VAL
I know. It's messed up.

IZZY
How does this shit happen?

VAL
It maybe started as a break in.

IZZY
Did they say that?

VAL
(nods)

It's one of their, whatever, theories. 

IZZY
Like they came home and interrupted someone?
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VAL
Yeah.

IZZY
So, if they think it's a robbery, why'd they talk to us?

VAL
You ask me like I know.

IZZY
They talked to me like they were.

VAL
What?

IZZY
Like they thought I had something to do with it.

VAL
You're just being over sensitive.

IZZY
I don't think so.

VAL
It was just them collecting information.

IZZY
I was here, I know.

VAL
So, what do you think they think? If you know, tell me.

IZZY
They were asking about borrowing money. They know about my drug arrest.

VAL
You have a record. It's just them checking off boxes, going through their routine.

IZZY
Maybe, I guess.
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VAL
That's all it is.

IZZY
I guess I'm really insulted that someone, even for a minute, would think I could do 
something to hurt my parents.

VAL
I know. But like I said, they always give a look at the family, because, truth is, that's 
usually who did it.

IZZY
That's not true.

VAL
It is.

IZZY
You're thinking kidnapping.

VAL
Am I?

IZZY
Kidnapping is usually a parent. A divorced mom or dad.

VAL
But murders not? I thought it was most crimes -- I know most rapes are people you know.

IZZY
That's true. Not murder, though. If it was, they'd be easier to solve.

She trails off, not sure where she's going with this. It's all so much.

IZZY
Doesn't this shit make you feel like the world just has to change?  Like, desperately?

VAL
Yeah. 

IZZY
Do you believe that?

VAL
Yeah. Of course.
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IZZY
How much?

VAL
That it have to change? Or how much do I believe it?

IZZY
Both.

VAL
I'm not sure. A lot, I guess. I mean, where would you start? There's so much going on 
that's fucked up.

IZZY
I'd start with our insides.

VAL
Which means what, exactly?

IZZY
I'd start with what people have in their hearts. Everything else comes out from that.

VAL
Ah, I got it.

IZZY
What?

VAL
You're talking about your thing. 

IZZY
Thing?

VAL
Your new religion.

IZZY
It's not new.

VAL
Fine, new to you then.

(beat)
You think if the world suddenly started wearing those, and whatever else, things would 
be better?
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IZZY
There's no doubt.

VAL
I wish that were true.

IZZY
But that's what's beautiful, it is true.

VAL
I hope so.

IZZY
You don't have to hope. It's going to happen. It's a fact. That's what's so awesome. The 
process has started, so there's no doubt that in the future things will change, but to me, it 
can't happen fast enough. It's like knowing you're going to get a great present but you 
have to wait for it. 

A long pause.

IZZY
I want you to know something.

Val nods -- "okay."

IZZY
If you told the detectives our address, that would be fine.

VAL
I didn't.

IZZY
It's not a big deal.

VAL
Good. I didn't. Why do you keep asking me?

IZZY
Just so you know it's all good.

VAL
I appreciate that, but I didn't. If I did know it, I would've told them, but that's not the case. 

(thinks a moment)
Look, don't take it personally, but I wasn't into Mom and Dad's religion, and I'm not 
going to be into yours.
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IZZY
That's sad.

VAL
No, it's not. It's not sad at all. 

IZZY
I think, sooner than you realize, you're going to see it is. It really, really is. But I'll still be 
here to pick you up when that happens. 

VAL
Thanks, but that won't be necessary.

IZZY
Just wait.

They hold each others gaze for a long moment as LIGHTS SHIFT.

SCENE 5

Night. Flashlights sweep around, then JESSIE and MIKE enter. 
They've arrived at the gulch.

MIKE
Oh, my God.

JESSIE
What?

MIKE
I'm like gasping and sweating here.

JESSIE
Don't worry about it.

MIKE
I am so out of shape. Seriously, I mean, I work out sometimes. I play a little b-ball with 
this dude at work, Haruto -- he's from Japan -- but, I'm just, I didn't realize what a wreck 
I've become. 

JESSIE
It's good to use your body.
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MIKE
What was this, like, two or three miles?

JESSIE
About a half.

MIKE
No way.

JESSIE
Just over half a mile.

MIKE
Well, shit, I'm a total pussy. I could not have made it in the day, with the heat? Not a 
chance. Good call on the night roam.

JESSIE
I love it out here.

MIKE
Yeah?

JESSIE
This is a special place.

MIKE
Cool. I love special places. I just like it when they're closer or I can Uber.

Mike sweeps his light around, finds what he's looking for:

MIKE
I'm gonna go sit my ass on that rock.

JESSIE
Be my guest.

MIKE
You really come out here every day?

JESSIE
Yeah.

MIKE
See, you're getting your exercise in. Good on you, mate.
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JESSIE
Sometimes twice a day.

MIKE
Well, there you go. Mr. In Shape. I gotta find something I can do regularly; I just hate 
running, and my knees are starting to be a pain in the ass, which is weird because it's not 
like I played a lot of sports. My knees feel like I was in the NBA for 10 seasons.

JESSIE
It's good you came out here.

MIKE
It might kill me, but I'm glad I did it. 

JESSIE
What do you mean?

MIKE
About?

JESSIE
It might kill you?

MIKE
Oh, no, because I'm out of shape. Like I might keel over from a heart attack.

JESSIE
Right. 

MIKE
Val gets annoyed with me because I just say whatever the fuck.

JESSIE
Ah.

MIKE
I mean, she likes that about me, but she doesn't.

(beat)
So, I'm digging nature and all, and the trees are nice here, but what's the big draw?  I 
mean, I get nature is the draw, but why right here? You said this was where your religion 
came from, right?

JESSIE
There's a spiritual force here.
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MIKE
Cool.

JESSIE
It is. Actually, at first, it was really fucking scary.

MIKE
Why's that?

JESSIE
Have you ever faced the truth?

MIKE
Man, I avoid the truth as much as possible.

JESSIE
What?

MIKE
I'm kidding.

JESSIE
Ah.

MIKE
By truth, what do you mean?

JESSIE
I mean, have you ever realized something and it blew your mind?  And I mean a 
realization that feels like someone has just punched you in the head?  In the past, the few 
times I got a feeling like that about something, it didn't last long. There's the "wow" 
moment and it fades. But the thing with this, with The Truth, when it hit, that "wow" 
moment never left. It's like an electrical current you feel pulsing through all your insides. 
Your body is humming.

MIKE
I've had that feeling on acid.

JESSIE
Acid?

MIKE
Yeah. I mean, I haven't done much. But I did it a few times in high school. 
And college once. 
Wait... Twice in college. 
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No, three? 
Was it three?

JESSIE
Why do you say shit like that?

MIKE
It's true?

JESSIE
I'm trying to tell you about the Transference.

MIKE
Uh-huh.

JESSIE
I'm trying to make you real. 

MIKE
Not sure I follow.

JESSIE
Take this shit seriously.

MIKE
Look, I was just being honest.

JESSIE
Were you?

MIKE
Yeah. And you want some more honesty?

JESSIE
Sure.

MIKE
I really can't.

JESSIE
Can't?

MIKE
Yeah, I just can't do it. Take your religion seriously. I can't. I was going to try and go 
along with things out of good manners, but it's just really difficult. 
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JESSIE
And why's that?

MIKE
Because it's made up bullshit. Sorry, but it is. 
It's what humans used to maintain order before we had strong governments. That's it. We 
needed to provide structure and laws so we made this stuff up. Or they really believed it 
because we didn't know better. Some guy hears loud thunder back in the day and thinks 
God is pissed. I mean, I get it. But pretending it's more than that seems silly.

JESSIE
That's what you really think?

MIKE
Don't take it personally. I'm not just talking about your thing here. All of it. And I'm not a 
hater of religion, I just think, objectively observing religion, the only conclusion that you 
can come back with is it's 75% bullshit. 
Catholic priests raping kids. Other priests covering it up?  
Muslims cutting people's heads off. Making women wear burkas?  Scientology?  The 
Mormons?  A religion started by a known grifter?  Conservative Christians and Trump? 
Give me a break. They're all frauds.

JESSIE
I agree about the others.

MIKE
But yours is the exception?

JESSIE
What if I could prove to you this is real.

MIKE
"This" meaning your religion?

JESSIE
That's right.

MIKE
If you could prove-prove it?

JESSIE
Yeah.
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MIKE
If you can prove it then I'd have to believe you, I guess. That's the nature of proof. It'd be 
proof, so yeah. But I'm the one who would have to agree that whatever you showed me 
was proof.

JESSIE
Do you want me to?

MIKE
Not especially.

JESSIE
Why not?

MIKE
Because I don't think you can?  And I don't see the point?  And all of this is just kind of 
strange.

JESSIE
Go get that shovel.

MIKE
Shovel?

Jessie shines his flashlight.

JESSIE
Leaning on that tree.

MIKE
Oh.

JESSIE
Grab it.

MIKE
Why do you have a shovel out here?

JESSIE
For digging.

MIKE
Well, that much I could've guessed.
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JESSIE
Go get it.

MIKE
. . . . . 

JESSIE
. . . . .

Mike walks over. Grabs the shovel. 

MIKE
Please don't tell me to dig a grave.

JESSIE
Man, what is wrong with you?

MIKE
I'm just joking.

JESSIE
Hit me with it.

MIKE
Yeah, right.

JESSIE
Seriously. Try to hit me in head with it.

MIKE
What is this, Shovel Fight Club? No. No way.

JESSIE
Go ahead.

MIKE
I said: no.

JESSIE
I'm saying try. Don't worry, the Alligator won't let you.

MIKE
I'm not going to try and hit you, dude. 
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JESSIE
I want to show you the power here.

MIKE
Did you say the alligator won't let me?

JESSIE
That's right.

MIKE
See, this is what I'm talking about. This stuff is just gobbledygook.

JESSIE
If you swing that at my head, you'll be amazed.

MIKE
I'm not going to. And you know I won't.

JESSIE
I don't.

MIKE
You think I'd actually take your invitation to hit you in the head with a shovel?

JESSIE
Maybe. I don't know you.

MIKE
I wouldn't. And whether you want to admit it or not, you know I wouldn't. 

JESSIE
. . . . . 

MIKE
. . . . . 

Mike starts to walk away.

JESSIE
Where you going?

MIKE
Heading back.
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JESSIE
I was out here, and I felt the fire burn my sin away. That's how this started.

MIKE
How am I supposed to respond to that?

JESSIE
Just listen.

Mike stops. Turns.

JESSIE
I was here, the first time, sitting on that rock over there, and I saw the Alligator.

MIKE
You saw a real alligator?

JESSIE
I did.

MIKE
A flesh and blood alligator?

JESSIE
Yep. Walked out from over there.

MIKE
And this wasn't like some...

JESSIE
Some?

MIKE
Figment or...

JESSIE
No. Not even.

MIKE
Maybe it belonged to a neighbor. 

JESSIE
No.
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MIKE
Were you drunk?

JESSIE
Nope.

MIKE
High?

JESSIE
Nope.

MIKE
That's amazing then.

JESSIE
Why're you saying that?

MIKE
Um, because seeing an alligator, out here, for real, fits the definition of amazing?

JESSIE
But you don't believe me.

MIKE
And say I don't, why does it really matter?

JESSIE
It matters.

MIKE
But it shouldn't. It's your thing. You want to see the alligator, see him. 

JESSIE
But see, if you don't believe, I can't save you. I can't make you real.

MIKE
Save me? From what?

JESSIE
Living your life with the Refusers.

MIKE
I don't even know who they are.
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JESSIE
It's everyone who runs from the All of All.

MIKE
That's right, you said that earlier. 
What matters is this stuff's working for you. Right?

JESSIE
Sure, but don't you think it matters if a baby is in the middle of a highway and it's gonna 
get pulped by a big rig 18-wheeler, and what do you do? Just stand there watching, even 
if there's plenty of time to walk out and help the baby?

MIKE
If I saw a baby in the middle of the road, I would help the baby. No question. That 
situation is nothing like this.

JESSIE
It's exactly like this. The difference is the death and suffering I'm talking about won't be 
over in just a blink of an eye.

Mike regards Jessie for a long moment.

MIKE
I'm gonna head back now.

JESSIE
No. 

MIKE
Seriously?

JESSIE
We still have work to do here. I want you to see what I saw. 

MIKE
Yeah, I don't know...

JESSIE
It's beautiful.

MIKE
Honestly, it's not necessary... And I mean it. I wanna head back. 
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JESSIE
Stay with me, Mike. 
Stay here. 
Wait for the Alligator. 
It's really, really, really important.  
You need to be made real. 
I can't let you live the way you're living right now. 
Stay here and wait. 
He'll show up. 

MIKE
The alligator's gonna show up?

JESSIE
Yes.

MIKE
Say we wait here and wait here and he doesn't show up? We're just gonna sit around until 
the sun comes up?

JESSIE
That won't happen.

MIKE
You don't know that.

JESSIE
I do.

MIKE
You don't.

JESSIE
Mike, I really do.

MIKE
How?

JESSIE
Because He just arrived.

MIKE
The alligator arrived?
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JESSIE
Yes.
He's standing right behind you.

Mike slowly turns. Stares into the dark. 

MIKE
I don't see anything.

JESSIE
Use your flashlight.

Mike shines his light into the dark. Jessie moves behind him, also 
uses his flashlight.

A moment.

JESSIE
Now, do you see? 
Look at those jaws.  
Those teeth.
Those eyes. 
Wait until you hear the sound of his voice.  
Just wait. 
You'll never be the same again.

LIGHTS SLOWLY FADE.

SCENE 6

Living room. Later that night. Val is curled up reading something. 
Izzy is fussing in the kitchen. Mike and Jessie ENTER through 
the front door.

VAL
Jesus, there you are.

IZZY
Hey you two...

VAL
Where've you been?
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MIKE
I know, I know, sorry.

VAL
Were you at the gulch this whole time?

MIKE
Yep.

VAL
It's been hours.

MIKE
Has it?

VAL
Yeah. What's wrong with you?

MIKE
Nothing. Time flies.

VAL
You guys get stoned out there, or...?

MIKE
No, not even.

VAL
Then what? What were you doing?

MIKE
It was...

VAL
What?

MIKE
Hard to describe.

VAL
Well, try. Try for me.
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IZZY
Did you show him?

JESSIE
Yep.

IZZY
Oh my God, that's so fucking great.

Izzy hugs Mike. It's a long, enthusiastic huge of honest joy.

IZZY
I'm so excited for you.

MIKE
Thanks.

IZZY
You look kind of stunned.

MIKE
I guess I am...

VAL
Wait, what happened? I'm confused.

IZZY
There's been just so many amazing things happening out here, and it's so hard to hold 
back and not tell you. I've been, like, even this whole time you're here, it's like...

VAL
Things?

IZZY
Yeah. 

VAL
Like what kind of things? 

IZZY
Things. Ideas. Experiences. Energy.

VAL
Mike do you understand this?
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MIKE
Kind of. Maybe.

IZZY
I mean just experiences and breakthroughs that I want to tell you, but it's not the right 
time yet, so I haven't, but now Mike has talked to the Alligator there's no reason to hold 
back, because you see, he can tell you and help you get it.

VAL
Gospels?

JESSIE
To be honest, I wasn't sure Mike would be chosen.

MIKE
Oh, thanks a lot.

JESSIE
I really thought you were gonna get devoured.

IZZY
But he wasn't! Bless the All of All.

JESSIE
Bless the All of All.

MIKE
(after a slight hesitation)

Bless the All of All. 

IZZY
Devour the Refusers.

JESSIE
Exalt the All of All.

VAL
I feel like I'm the only one in the room right now who doesn't speak the language.

(to Mike)
Will you tell me what's going on?

MIKE
I'm not sure I'm qualified yet. 
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VAL
Mike, what the fuck is wrong with you? Seriously.

IZZY
Jessie's been touched by something hungry. Something beyond everything we know. And 
our goal is to help other people step out of the shadows and embrace a cleansing truth. 
Okay... I'll be honest, Jessie and I, we've both been struggling with how to explain this to 
someone who hasn't had the opportunity to be devoured or experienced Transference. So 
bear with me a little here. 

(beat as she organizes her 
thoughts)

There's all this stuff we do as humans that we think is true and correct.

JESSIE
It's not though. It's poison. It's sewage.

VAL
Got it.

IZZY
You do?

VAL
Yes. You're in a cult. Am I right? This is a cult-type thing? And if you wanna get me into 
it, I'm gonna have to pass.

MIKE
Val, that's not what this is.

VAL
Seriously? What the fuck are you doing?

MIKE
I'm just saying he's not talking about a cult. A cult has a bug-eyed leader and people 
worshiping him. Nobody's talking about that.

VAL
Jessie, this is your cult, right?

IZZY
This isn't about him. He's not in charge.

JESSIE
I'm no more in charge of this than Mike is. Or Izzy. Or you.
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VAL
I'm not part of this.

JESSIE
All humanity is; they just don't know it yet.

IZZY
That's why we call them Refusers. They refuse to acknowledge they're part of The Truth.

JESSIE
They don't have a choice. It's like saying the sun doesn't exist. You can say it all you 
want, but the sun is there whether you have faith or not. It's a fact.

VAL
Got it.

MIKE
You do?

VAL
Yep.

A long pause.

VAL
Well, I'm tired. I'll see you in the morning.

JESSIE
No.

VAL
Seriously, I need to go to bed.

JESSIE
Stay up with us.

VAL
Yeah, thanks, no.

IZZY
Val.
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JESSIE
Ten more minutes.

VAL
You guys?

JESSIE
Mike has something he wants to show you. 

VAL
Really.

JESSIE
Mike?

MIKE
I do. One of the reasons we were out so long is because of this.

Mike unzips Jessie's backpack and takes out a MASK MADE OF 
WOOD AND BARK.

VAL
What is it?

MIKE
It's for you.

IZZY
That's amazing.

VAL
Mike?

MIKE
It's your True Face.

VAL
You gotta be fucking kidding 
me.

IZZY
It's beautiful.

MIKE
Thanks.

(to Val)
Here.

Mike offers the mask to Val. She doesn't take it.
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VAL
I'm not putting that on.

MIKE
Just try it.

VAL
No.

IZZY
Vee, come on. He worked hard on it. 

VAL
I don't want it.

MIKE
Please? 

VAL
No, Mike. 

JESSIE
Val, open yourself up.

VAL
I'm plenty open, Jessie, thanks.

JESSIE
There's so much you could tap into.

VAL
I'm good.

JESSIE
Are you though?

VAL
Yes.

JESSIE
Deep down, are you good?

VAL
Do I have to keep answering the same question, 'cause this could get real annoying, real 
fast.
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JESSIE
It depends on how many times you resist The Truth.

VAL
You have no idea what my truth is.

JESSIE
Everyone's truth is the same.

VAL
That's ridiculous. 

JESSIE
Why do you have to say that? 

VAL
You know, if I was in a dorm and 20 years old, and preferably high, I'd have no problem 
debating this with you. But I'm not. I'm actually just really kind of tired.

JESSIE
You're tired of running.

VAL
You don't know me, but I love how you sound so sure making these pronouncements.

JESSIE
I just want what's best for you.

VAL
Why?

JESSIE
Because we're all connected. All humanity is an organism.

VAL
How bout this: Work on the rest of humanity first and get to me later. Maybe then I'll be 
ready for whatever this is.

JESSIE
I don't choose who the All of All puts in front of me.

MIKE
Val, give it a chance. 

(the mask)
Put it on.
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VAL
I don't want to, Mike.

MIKE
I'm asking you as your husband.

VAL
Okay, first off, we're not married yet. And even if I was, I'd still shut you down. That's 
how it works. You're allowed to suggest things, and if I decide against it, I don't have to 
do it. And how about you wear a True Face. Okay? You wear a fucking mask. 

(beat)
Any other stupid suggestions, because if not, I'm really going to sleep. 

JESSIE
You're already asleep. You've never been awake.

VAL
Thanks for letting me know that. Very deep.

(beat, to Mike)
Are you coming?

IZZY
Stay up with us a while.

VAL
I don't think so.

IZZY
I meant Mike.

Mike hesitates. Looks at Val.

VAL
Do what you want.

Val EXITS to the bedroom. A long moment of silence. Mike 
finally turns to Izzy and Jessie.

MIKE
I'm not sure what to say.

JESSIE
It's fine. It's a process. It doesn't always come together right away. It's a lot to do deal 
with.
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IZZY
She's so like my mom it's not even funny.

MIKE
Really?

IZZY
Completely. I mean, all kids are like their parents, but when I hear Val talk it's my mom's 
ghost.

MIKE
I'll work with her on our way to Chicago.

Izzy is still thinking about her sister.

IZZY
Mom said the same thing. Almost verbatim.

JESSIE
Maybe you don't have to go...

MIKE
No, we gotta go.

JESSIE
Do you?

MIKE
They're expecting us. It's all set-up and...

JESSIE
Call 'em. Say you have a change of plans.

IZZY
Yes! Do it. Stay here.

JESSIE
We've only scratched the surface.

MIKE
I wish I could. I do. Just, there's too much already in motion.

JESSIE
You sure about that?
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MIKE
It's my uncle's birthday. There's gonna be a thing for him...

JESSIE
Think about it.

MIKE
Sure.

JESSIE
Because, what, you have another two weeks of vacation?

MIKE
Week and a half, just about...

JESSIE
You could stay here and fly back. We can return the rental for you. 

MIKE
It's tempting. It's definitely tempting.

IZZY
(to Jessie)

Didn't my mom say the same thing?

JESSIE
When?

IZZY
It's so weird but my mom said, "you have no idea what my truth is" and she said it in the 
exact same tone. 

MIKE
What'd she say that about?

IZZY
I was telling her about the All of All.

Jessie tenses. It's almost imperceptible.

MIKE
You invited your parents to join?
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IZZY
Of course.

JESSIE
Izzy, get me some water?

IZZY
Hm?

JESSIE
Water? To drink?

IZZY
Oh, sure. Mike?

MIKE
I'm good.

Jessie watches Izzy go to the kitchen for the water.

JESSIE
(trying to be off-handed)

She means on the phone.

MIKE
Phone?

JESSIE
She called her parents on the phone.

MIKE
Oh.

JESSIE
It wasn't a face-to-face thing.

MIKE
Okay... Cool.

Pause.Izzy comes back in with a water for Jessie.

JESSIE
Yeah, I was telling Mike you talked to your mom and dad about this over the phone.
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A moment between them.

IZZY
Uh-huh.

MIKE
Like you said, it's a lot to handle. I don't even know how inviting someone would have 
any success without looking the person in the eye.

JESSIE
Well, exactly. Yeah, that's basically what we learned. That phone call was when we really 
realized that we had to bring invitees here to see for themselves.

MIKE
I'm glad you did. No offense, but if you told me any of this on a phone call, I'd be like, 
"yeah, sure." Click.

JESSIE
Everything for a reason.

MIKE
Yep. No question.

A lull.

MIKE
You know what, I actually think I'm ready to call it a night, too.

IZZY
Yeah, Val might have had the right idea. 

MIKE
Well. Thanks for today. For sharing all of this with me. Seriously.

JESSIE
It's just the beginning of a journey.

IZZY
For all of us.

JESSIE
That's right.
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MIKE
Yeah. More tomorrow?

JESSIE
Definitely.

Mike EXITS down the hallway. Jessie and Izzy wait until they 
hear the guest bedroom door close.

IZZY
Did I do something wrong?

Jessie doesn't answer.

IZZY
I'm sorry.

A long pause.

JESSIE
I need to pray.

He turns and goes outside, leaving Izzy standing in the living 
room. 

SLOW FADE.

SCENE 7

The guest bedroom. Dark. Shafts of moonlight. Mike stands near 
the bed. Val is under the covers.

MIKE
(soft)

Val?

He moves to the bed. Crouches down near Val.

MIKE
(soft)

Val. Hey.
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She doesn't move. He shakes her.

MIKE
(soft)

Wake up.

She opens her eyes. It's clear she was awake, just ignoring him.

MIKE
We need to talk.

VAL
Leave me alone.

MIKE
Hey...

VAL
Fuck off.

MIKE
We have to.

VAL
I don't like what was happening back there.

MIKE
I know, I'm sorry and--

VAL
You know? Do you?

MIKE
Will you please listen to me?

Something in his voice makes her pause.

MIKE
We need to get out of here.

VAL
What's wrong with you?
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MIKE
We need to leave.

VAL
Why are you saying this?

MIKE
I'm freaked out for reals.

VAL
Are you serious, because if this is more bullshit --

MIKE
-- It's not --

VAL
...What you were doing in there...

MIKE
No, no, I'm completely serious.

VAL
Okay.

MIKE
Jessie is a fucking basket case.

VAL
I thought he was your new best friend? 

MIKE
No, that was all...

VAL
Out at the gulch, making masks for me to wear.

MIKE
That was to get him to chill out.

VAL
So your buddy-buddy All of All thing was an act? I thought you saw the "Alligator."
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MIKE
No, of course I didn't see an alligator. He was like, "It's behind you..." And I'm looking 
and then after a minute, I was like, "Holy shit, this guy is legit crazy." And lemme tell 
you: I have never actually been in a situation where I thought I was going to die -- not 
counting, like, sudden car crashes or near misses like that. But actually being in a 
situation where I felt like someone might kill me.

VAL
If this is some joke shit right now I'm gonna be really pissed off.

MIKE
(trying not to be loud, but can't 

help it.)
I'm fucking serious!

(soft)
I'm serious.

She studies his eyes, his face... Her defensiveness lowers.

VAL
What happened?

MIKE
We were out there, and he's telling me about fucking towns that don't exist and shit about 
talking alligators. And he's got this shovel out there, and he's all, "Hit me with this, the 
'Alligator' won't let you." And I'm like, "what the fuck is happening here?" And there's 
just something weird and disconnected about him, and I see it in his eyes; this freak could 
actually konk me in the head and bury me out here, which isn't rational. People know 
we're here, so he'd get caught, right? But that's what's scary. There's something in his, 
whatever, his vibe, his energy, and I'm like, he would just do it. And he's trying to make 
me turn around and look at the alligator.

VAL
Which wasn't there.

MIKE
Zero alligator.

VAL
So what'd you do?

MIKE
What'd I do? I pretended there was a fucking alligator.
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VAL
"Yes, and?"

MIKE
Yep. I pretended to talk to the alligator.

VAL
How'd you know what to say? He believed you?

MIKE
I just regurgitated a bunch of shit they've been saying. "Bless the All of All" and shit.

VAL
Well, I'm fine with leaving, but right now?

MIKE
Yes. Now. We sneak out. We jump in the car. We drive away. I don't care what time it is, 
or, or, you know, if we have to sleep on the side of the road. We need to go.

VAL
If we leave in the middle of the night, this's gonna mess up my attempt with Izzy.

MIKE
I know. I'm sorry. 

He sits on the bed. Takes her hand.

MIKE
When's the last time your sister saw your parents?

VAL
Oh, God, um, Izzy didn't go back after she left, so five years?

MIKE
Okay.

VAL
Why?

MIKE
They said they talked with your mom.

Alligator Gospels  104.



Alligator Gospels  105.

VAL
Izzy?

MIKE
Izzy and Jessie.

VAL
Jessie talked to them?

MIKE
Sounded like both of them did.

She thinks for a moment.

VAL
No. No chance.

MIKE
No?

VAL
I talked to Mom and Dad the day it happened, and there's no way, zero chance, they 
wouldn't have mentioned Izzy contacting them in any way, shape or form. So, no, no way.

MIKE
Okay.

VAL
What did they say?

MIKE
That they talked to them. She said you had the same reaction to their crazy cult talk that 
your mom did.

VAL
They tried to pull them into this? 

MIKE
What it sounded like. That's basically what they said...

VAL
Mom and Dad never came here.

MIKE
Right, I know. That's why I was, like, "What?" 
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VAL
So, they went to my parent's house?

MIKE
At first that's what it sounded like, but then Jessie said it was on the phone.

Val thinks about this a moment.

VAL
They couldn't have called.

MIKE
You can't know that. Can you?

VAL
Mike, when the police investigated, they looked at phone records. They had me identify a 
few for them -- there was nothing.

MIKE
You saw the records? The actual --

VAL
-- Yes. It was all just local calls. There was nothing out of state. Just because it looked 
like a clear burglary that got interrupted. That doesn't mean they don't go down a list of 
other possibilities. It wasn't a huge investigation but they looked around, and checked 
some things.

MIKE
Could they have visited your mom and dad and nobody told you?

A long silence. Val runs all of this through her head. Finally... She 
looks Mike in the eyes. 

VAL
I want to go.

MIKE
Tonight?

She nods.

MIKE
Like now?
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VAL
Yeah. Now. 

A noise somewhere in the house. Nothing ominous. A door closing. 
Maybe the squeak of floorboards as someone moves in the kitchen.

But still.

VAL
As soon as possible.

MIKE
Yeah.

VAL
We'll wait a bit. 

Mike nods. Another long silence.

VAL
Turn that off.

Mike reaches over to the lamp. 

Click.

DARKNESS.

SCENE 8

Later that night. The living room is dark except for moonlight. 

The guest room door opens in the hallway.

A moment later, two SHADOWS ENTER carrying luggage. It's 
Mike and Val. 

Every squeak of the wooden floor seems LOUD.

MIKE
(whisper)

Softer, softer.
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VAL
(whisper)

I'm trying.

Sound of a door opening down the hallway.   A small glow of light.

IZZY (O.S.)
Val?

Mike and Val freeze. 

IZZY (O.S.)
Val, that you?

VAL
(whisper)

What do I do?

MIKE
(whisper)

Let's just get to the car and go. We'll be gone 'for they realize it.

A shadow in the living room that looked like a piece of furniture 
MOVES. The shadow belongs to Jessie.

He clicks on the light.

Mike makes a startled yelp when Jessie does this. If he wasn't 
scared, he'd be embarrassed.

IZZY (O.S.)
Val?

JESSIE
(loud so Izzy can hear)

I got it, Hon. It's me.

IZZY (O.S.)
Okay. Come back to bed.

JESSIE
(to Izzy)

Actually, you should come out here.
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IZZY (O.S.)
Why?

JESSIE
(to Izzy)

Help me talk to your sister.

IZZY (O.S.)
What?

JESSIE
(to Izzy)

Just come out here.
(to Val and Mike)

What's up?

MIKE
We just wanna get on the road...

JESSIE
In the middle of the night?

MIKE
(making an effort)

Uh, yeah, I know, but we feel in the way.

JESSIE
I thought you understood what we're trying to start here?

MIKE
I guess not.

JESSIE
Then why'd you say all that?

MIKE
I... You know what? I'm not sure. I'm not sure why.  You seemed very intense and really 
wrapped up in your thing, and... You want me to be honest?

JESSIE
Obviously.

MIKE
Okay. Uh. It was getting a little weird. 
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JESSIE
Uh-huh.

MIKE
It's a character flaw of mine.

JESSIE
What is?

MIKE
I just go with things. Maybe I don't want to disappoint people. But you were talking 
about this amazing experience you had, and it was clear you wanted me to have it too, 
and see the Alligator, so I just went along with it. So... I'm sorry about that. 

(beat)
But, yeah, we should go.

JESSIE
We never visited your parents.

VAL
Who said you did?

JESSIE
You guys were talking about it in the bedroom.

VAL
How do you know?

JESSIE
The All of All told me.

VAL
You were listening?

JESSIE
It was told to me through prayer.

VAL
Right. Okay. Really great, stand-up behavior. We're out of here.

(shouts into hallway)
Iz, we're leaving. I'll call you from the road.

(to Mike)
Come on.

Alligator Gospels  110.



Alligator Gospels  111.

Mike and Val pick-up their bags and move for the door. Jessie 
stays in their way.

VAL
You mind?

Mike goes into "forced normality mode."

MIKE
Hey, man, nice meeting you, sorry about all this...

VAL
Mike, stop that.

MIKE
Just saying --

VAL
I know. Don't.

(back to Jessie)
Move.

JESSIE
Not until Iz gets out here. You owe her that.

VAL
Do I?

JESSIE
Yeah.

VAL
How do you know what I owe her?

JESSIE
I just do.

VAL
Fine, whatever, we'll put our bags in and come back.

He still doesn't move.

JESSIE
(to the hall)

Honey, get out here.
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Izzy appears in the hallway, wrapping a bathrobe around herself 
and getting her True Face back on.

IZZY
You're really leaving? 

VAL
Yes. 

IZZY
Why? Don't go.

VAL
We'll talk about it later. Can you tell your boyfriend to move?

JESSIE
I'm her husband.

VAL
Thanks for telling us. Move. Now. 

IZZY
Can I at least get a hug? What's going on?

Beat. Val takes her gaze off of Jessie and looks back at Izzy. 

VAL
Yeah, of course.

IZZY
C'mere. I don't know what's going on but if you're going I want a hug.

Mike stands there awkwardly as Val and Izzy hug. Jessie watches 
them. He has a strange, almost blank expression on his face.

IZZY
Are you really just gonna get in your car right now...?

VAL
I think we should. 

IZZY
Please don't.
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VAL
We'll be back.

JESSIE
Will you?

MIKE
Absolutely.

Jessie doesn't look at Mike. Just watches Val and Izzy.

IZZY
What were you guys talking about out here? I'm missing something.

JESSIE
She was asking about your parents.

IZZY
Oh.

VAL
When was the last time you saw them?

IZZY
Every time I close my eyes.

VAL
I mean when they were alive?

IZZY
Val, they're still alive. They'll always be alive. Always. They're in us. You and me.

VAL
Fine.

(beat, curt)
Okay. Love you. We'll do this again.

IZZY
You don't mean that. 

VAL
I do, though. 

It's taking more and more effort for Mike and Val to act as if 
everything is normal. 
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VAL
Jessie, take good care of my sister out here.

JESSIE
You can be sure of that.

Val steps towards the door. Jessie still hasn't moved.

VAL
You gonna move or what?

JESSIE
I don't know what Mike was pulling, but when we were both at the gulch, the Alligator 
was there. It was there, and it was talking, and Mike was talking back to it.

VAL
Jessie, please move.

JESSIE
It wants to commune with you.

VAL
Tell the Alligator we'll catch up next time we visit. 
Mike, now.

JESSIE
You can't go until the Alligator says it's --

Val reaches for the front door. Jessie tries to stop her, puts his hand 
on her arm. In a blur Val has Jessie on the ground with a flash of 
Krav Maga moves. 

JESSIE
AHH!

MIKE
Whoa!

Izzy shouts in surprise. Mike steps back, startled, not sure what to 
do.
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VAL
(looking up at Mike)

Mike, what the fuck? Snap out of it.

Mike grabs their bags and EXITS out the door.

Val releases Jessie's arm.

VAL
(to Izzy)

I'm sorry.

Val EXITS out the front door. Izzy runs to Jessie and helps him 
up.

IZZY
You okay?

JESSIE
I think.

IZZY
Easy...

JESSIE
Your sister's fast. That was a good move.

IZZY
Sure you're okay?

JESSIE
Yeah, yeah. I'm fine. 

(soft, to himself)
She's tough.

IZZY
I know.

JESSIE
I'm gonna hurt tomorrow.

Jessie leans against something, rotates his arm. It's sore. Izzy goes 
to the window, looks outside. We hear the car start up and pull 
away.
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IZZY
They're leaving.

JESSIE
The All of All won't let them go. He wants them both. They're important. 

Jessie rotates his arm and shoulder. Izzy remains at the window. 
LIGHTS FADE.

SCENE 9

THE CAR. Mike drives down the long dirt 
road leading from the house. Val is in the 
passenger seat.

MIKE
That was the greatest thing I've ever seen!

(he looks from the road ahead 
to Val)

Seriously, that was nuts!

VAL
Eyes on the road.

MIKE
I know, but holy shit, you took that prick down. 

VAL
Be careful...

MIKE
That was so great!

VAL
SLOW DOWN!

MIKE
Okay-okay, I am... sorry...

Big breath. Mike focuses on his driving. The road is bumpy and 
unpaved. We hear the rocks under the tires.

After a bit...
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MIKE
I don't remember it being this long to the main road.

VAL
We're almost there...

MIKE
Hope so..

VAL
Next turn... I think.

They continue driving. 

MIKE
Maybe I took the wrong way.

VAL
There isn't another way. This is the only dirt road we turned on.

MIKE
Then something's wrong...

VAL
No, see in the field... Jessie's messed up art pieces.

MIKE
Okay, this better be the last turn or I'm gonna freak out.

VAL
STOP-STOP!

MIKE
What?

VAL
STOP THE CAR!

He hits the breaks. The tires skid on gravel and dirt.  They lurch 
forward.

MIKE
What is it - Scared the shit outta me.

She stares forward.
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MIKE
Val!

VAL
Do you see it?

MIKE
No. What? 
What am I supposed to see? 

VAL
There.

MIKE
Where?

VAL
There!

MIKE
Stop saying there, that doesn't tell me anything. Point!

She points. He looks...

MIKE
I can't see anything until the dirt cloud goes away.

VAL
In the middle of the road.

Mike leans forward in his seat. 

MIKE
What is that?

He moves to open his door and get out. She grabs his arm --

VAL
Don't!

MIKE
It's one of his art things.  Just wood planks and branches tied together, some paint thrown 
on.  
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VAL
Its eyes glinted... It has teeth.

MIKE
Glass. He used broken bottles.

VAL
How did it get in the middle of the road?

MIKE
Val listen to yourself. Listen to what you're saying? You're freaking out. 

VAL
It's alive. It's an alligator and it's alive.

MIKE
It's a piece of shitty art. He fucking dragged it from the field and put it there. 

VAL
When?

MIKE
How would I... whenever. At some point. Stay here. 

VAL
Don't!

MIKE
I'm going out there and I'm gonna move it, then we're leaving and never coming back.

VAL
Drive around it.

MIKE
Sure, and get stuck in that sand? That would be great. Just let me do what I have to do to 
get us out of here. It's all gonna be fine.

Mike gets out of the car. 

Val's eyes are fixed on whatever is out there. 

Mike takes a few steps down the road and approaches the so-called 
art piece. It's no bigger than a sawhorse.
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MIKE
See, nothing to be scared of.

(he picks it up to move then 
drops it.)

OWE SHIT... I just cut my hand on the broken glass...
(looks back at Val, tries to be 

flippant)
Like it bit me! I'm bleeding.

Red light seeps over the stage. Mike is suddenly aware of a 
presence around him. 

The jaws of a huge alligator appears. It is made of the same 
material the smaller art piece is: wood, jagged metal, rusty car 
parts, and broken bottles. 

The stage is inside this mouth.

Val slowly climbs out from the car and kneels. Her mumbling 
grows louder and we realize she's praying.

VAL
(barely audible)

... please don't take him from me. Please, All-of-All, have mercy on us... let us go... let us drive away from here... if we 
walked in the jaws of false religions please forgive us... let us go so we can reconsider our mistakes...

Anything used for the car disappears during Val's praying... 

MIKE
Val... Something's wrong.

He's getting smaller and smaller.

MIKE
I'm scared... 

(looking around)
Where are you?

He's being devoured.

MIKE
Val!

Mike is gone.
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SCENE 10

The Farmhouse. 

The jaws of the alligator are still visible.

Val stands in the middle of the living room. She seems numb. In 
another state.

VAL
I... It was...

JESSIE
Yeah. 

IZZY
It's okay...

VAL
It took Mike.

JESSIE
It was always going to be Mike. Always.

Izzy goes to Val and pulls her into an embrace. The first real one 
we've seen. 

A rumble of thunder in the distance. But not thunder. Different. 
More than thunder.

VAL
What is that?

JESSIE
The world is shedding its skin.

Weird lights from outside. From everywhere. The thunder noise 
gets louder and the lights get brighter and more alive until the 
world changes into something new.

SHADOWS MOVE.  Eventually, one shape steps from the light. 

It's Val. 
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She wears her True Face and other strange religious garments. Val 
reads from the same black notebook that Jessie read from at the 
start. 

VAL
(reading)

And in the darkness, 
the Alligator opened his jaws 
and said bow before me, 
for I am the All of All. 

I have digested you, and now you are We The One. 
Now you know The Truth. 
Your parents were Refusers
They looked the All of All in the eyes 
and mocked the beauty.
And thus, they were transferred to the Spawning Realm... 
And we await their return 
in new, glistening flesh.

This is the mandate, 
and the command, 
of the Gospel, according to Isabelle. 

As it happened.

Izzy steps from the light. She is also in religious garments. She 
takes the book and reads.

IZZY
(reading)

You are here 
because you embraced the All of All once the Alligator Gospels spread around the world. 

When they did, The Truth was seen. 

Felt. 
Received.

Refusers were few and far between 
because deep down, 
all who read the truth from the All of All 
felt the vibration in the center 
of their being.
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Believers turned against the dead ways
and institutions. 

Catholics, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and all others renounced their well-intentioned myths 
and superstitions. 

And for the first time since humans walked the Earth, 
we walked in peace. 
Wars gone. 
Borders gone. 
Otherness became oneness.
Humanity working together under The Truth. 
And it all started those many years ago, 
on a small farm in the middle of nowhere. 
A visit between two sisters and a prophet.

(beat)
Let us all bless the All of All...and then go in peace.

END OF PLAY
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